ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER

Office of Evangelization & Catechesis
1300 S. Steele Street

Denver, Colorado 80210

Tel. 303.715.3260

Nuestra Mision

La Oficina de Evangelizacion y Catequesis provee apoyo, entrenamiento y recursos a los catequistas, apostoles, sacerdotes y directores de educacion religiosa para ayudarlos a
que puedan llevar a cabo la Misién Universal (Matthew 28:18-20) y ensefiar la fe Catdlica de acuerdo al Magisterio y bajo la direccion del Arzobispo. .

From page 2 intellect and his will to God.” [Catechism, no. 143] Regardless of

_ _ when confirmation takes place, however, it's important to highlight
Here in the Archdiocese of Denver, as you know, confirma-  the unity between it and baptism.

tion can take place as early as sixth grade or as late as elev-
enth grade. (75% of the parishes in this archdiocese confirm in
eighth or ninth grades). The wide range of ages indicates that
there’s no “correct” age for confirmation.As the Catechism says,
quoting St. Thomas Aquinas, “Age of body does not determine
age of soul.” [1308] Confirmation at an earlier age stresses the
primacy of grace and God'’s initiative while confirmation at a later,
presumably more ‘mature’ age emphasizes the importance of
one’s personal responsibility where he “completely submits his

We’'ll be continuing our conversation on confirmation Thursday,
June 30 at 10:00 a.m. at the John Paul Il center. This is a follow
up to the meeting we had on May 5 where | received a lot of valu-
able input. The purpose of these meetings is to develop a set of
guidelines to help parishes prepare youngsters for confirmation. |
hope you can come. If you plan to come, please call Ursula at
303-715-3260 or write her at ursula.jimenez@archden.org so that
we can make sure we have a room that's big enough. You're
input is invaluable and appreciated.

REGISTER TODAY!
BEGINNINGS RCIA Training

With the North American Forum on the Catechumenate.
August 4-6

St. Thomas More
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial

Find Registration form attached.
FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE - Call 303-715-3260

For more information about
North American Forum go to www.naforum.org

WA/ 74 ﬂ/f

A newsletter. for the New Evangelizationp
June 2011
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Un boletin para la Nueva Evangelizacion
Junio del 2011
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« Epoxy is potent adhesive that has lots of differ-
ent uses. It's composed of two parts: a resin and
a hardener. When the two parts are combined, a
» chemical reaction takes place that produces a

% material that's solid, strong and durable. Resin
and catalyst are two parts of one product. Without a catalyst
to harden it, resin remains just a gooey liquid, good for noth-
ing. Resin and catalyst go together.

Sound knowledge of the Catholic faith is more important
than ever. Our children are growing up in an unsteady and
confusing world dominated by secularism and the
“dictatorship of relativism.” Only the Catholic faith has the
spiritual, moral and intellectual wherewithal to combat the
tidal wave of relativism eroding Western civilization. Knowl-
edge of the faith is not irrelevant. Nor is it simply a personal
opinion that has no bearing on the ‘real world’. On the con-
trary, the Catholic faith involves matters of fact that have life
and death implications in this world and the next. Knowledge
of the Catholic faith is not only necessary for the salvation of
our children’s souls; it is imperative for the salvation of soci-
ety. Knowledge alone, of course, does not guarantee that a
person will embrace the faith or love God. But faith, first
given in baptism, is enriched and strengthened by knowl-
edge as well as the grace of confirmation. Confirmation is,
so to speak, the ‘catalyst’ that activates the grace of bap-
tism, solidifying the life of God in the soul, making it strong
and resilient.

The Church teaches that confirmation is necessary to com-
plete and strengthen baptismal grace [Catechism no. 1285].
The New Testament attests to the unity between baptism
and confirmation. We see it at Pentecost when Peter tells
the crowd “Repent and be baptized each one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins and
you will receive gift of
the Holy Spirit.” (Acts
2:38). Later, in Acts
8, Peter and John go
from Jerusalem to
Samaria to lay hands
on those who had
been baptized but had
not yet received the
Holy Spirit. Through
the laying of hands,
the Samaritans re-

The Baptism of Christ and The Confirmation by Nicolas Poussin

ceived the Spirit, were confirmed in the apostolic faith and
perfected in their bond with the universal Church. The close
connection between baptism and confirmation is also re-
flected in the baptism of the Lord himself. After he came up
out of the water, the Holy Spirit descended upon him. Imme-
diately after his baptism the Spirit led Jesus into the wilder-
ness to do battle with the evil one.

All who are baptized into Christ receive the Holy Spirit and,
like Christ, are led into the “wilderness” of the world to
spread and defend the faith and fight against evil. The spe-
cial grace imparted in confirmation is necessary for the di-
vine life sown in baptism to take root and grow. Something
comparable happens in the natural life. Fertilization of the
human egg and its implantation in the womb are distinct bio-
logical processes that mark the beginning of life. Both must
happen for nascent life to develop. Fertilization and implan-
tation are like a key and a lock, or a violin and a bow: two
parts of a single event. In the same way baptism and confir-
mation are two parts of a single supernatural reality that
leads to eternal life. As Jesus said, “I came that they might
have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). The divine
life given at baptism must be firmly rooted in the womb of
Holy Mother Church to flourish and grow. Without the spiri-
tual “implantation” of confirmation the divine life remains
undeveloped. The special grace given at confirmation pro-
motes the growth of God’s life in the soul, bringing it to ma-
turity. A seed can lay dormant for many years. But once ex-
posed to warmth and water the latent life in the seed will
spring forth. Likewise, confirmation is necessary to ‘activate’
the grace given at baptism.

The close connection between baptism and confirmation
would seem to argue in favor of receiving the sacrament
sooner rather than later.

Continues on page 4
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Hoy en dia los nifios crecen con toda clase de tecnologia.
Las imagenes y sonidos del televisor, juegos de video, celu-
lares y IPods son parte importante de sus vidas. Esto hace a
que ensefiarles algo se convierta en un gran reto. A menudo
el trabajo de una clase normal se vuelve muy aburrido para
ellos. Si tienes suerte prestaran atencion a los primeros 20
minutos. En ese corto tiempo tienes que comprimir el conte-
nido de todo lo que quieres ensefarles o ser creativo y cap-
tar su atencion para el resto de la clase. Necesitaras cambiar
de actividades con frecuencia, ser entretenido y extremada-
mente recursivo.

Este es el panorama general de la educacion actual, pero
cuando se trata de catequesis de confirmacion es incluso
mas desafiante, tomando en cuenta que muchos de los nifios
ni siquiera quieren estar en clase. Tenemos que ser verdade-
ramente creativos para que nuestro mensaje pueda superar
todos los obstaculos. Como siempre, el primer campo de
apostolado soy yo mismo, de ahi puedo evangelizar a otros.

Primero pensemos como veo yo mi propia fe. ¢ Es mi fe Ca-
tolica la que informa e influencia toda mi vida? ¢ Veo mi fe
nada mas como un grupo de reglas que tengo que seguir
para irme al cielo? o ¢ Veo mi vida de fe como la manera de
realizarme como persona y ser verdaderamente feliz? Las
respuestas a estas preguntas son muy importantes para eva-
luar que estamos transmitiendo a nuestros nifios. Si ensefia-
mos el contenido de nuestra fe, como alguien que ensefia
matematicas, los nifios recibiran el conocimiento de la misma
manera: como algo impersonal que no se relaciona con ellos.
Incluso teniendo la mejor de las intenciones, que estoy segu-
ra que todos las tenemos, lo que estamos tratando de trans-
mitir y ensefar a nuestros nifios no sera nada apelante.

Debemos ayudar a nuestros alumnos a desarrollar una rela-
cion con el Sefior Jesus. Necesitamos evaluar si el conoci-
miento que le estamos dando les ayuda a crecer en su rela-
cion con el Sefior. La fe debe estar integrada en nuestra vi-
da. Tenemos que entenderla en nuestras mentes, adherirlas
al corazdn y finalmente ponerla en practica con nuestras ac-
ciones. Si la fe de nuestros nifios no tiene estos tres elemen-
tos algo anda mal en nuestra catequesis.

Estemos seguros que nuestro mensaje es el mas importante,
es un mensaje que responde a los anhelos mas profundos

‘\

de los corazones
de nuestros
alumnos. Jesus
es el Unico que
puede traer ver-
dadera libertad y
alegria a sus
vidas. El Sefior
Jesus es una
respuesta perso- s
nal a las pregun-
tas mas profun-
das de sus vi-
das. Nuestros alumnos tienen que experimentar esto no solo
entenderlo. Tenemos un tesoro que tenemos transmitir fiel-
mente. Esto es muy dificil pero es algo que deberia permear
toda nuestra catequesis. Para ello, tenemos que ser muy
creativos y dispuestos a entrar sus vidas, en sus mundos, en
sus “codigos”. Asi podremos entenderlos y relacionarnos
mejor con ellos, y traducir nuestras lecciones en su lenguaje,
cualquiera que sea.

“Pero tenemos este tesoro en vasijas de
barro” 2 Cor. 4,7.

La Gracia de Dios es abundante en los sacramentos y en la
confirmacion todos los dones del Espiritu Santo son muy
poderosos y transformantes. Pero si los corazones de nues-
tros estudiantes no estan abiertos para recibirlos, ya sea por-
que no saben o porque no quieren, la Gracia sera derramada
en saco roto y no habra ningun fruto. Es por eso que la cate-
quesis de confirmacion es tan importante, para ayudar a
nuestros nifios a entender nuestra fe, poder asumir un com-
promiso y lo méas importante estar abiertos a la Gracia de
Dios y los dones del Espiritu Santo.

DRE meeting -
Confirmation guidelines: a discussion
Thursday, June 30"

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

John Panl 1 Cedter
(1300 S. Steele St., Denver) - Room 123
Please RSVP at 303-715-3260 or at
ursula.jimenez@archden.org
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