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After dealing briefly in general with Newman's life-long
engagement with education, | shall then consider what
Newman meant by a liberal education and the liberal arts,
by which he did not mean quite what those terms signify
today. There has also been misunderstanding about the
kind of university that Newman had in mind where
students would receive this liberal education, particularly
regarding the relationship between research and teaching.
Newman's idea was to combine the Oxbridge collegiate
tutorial model of a university with the continental model of
the professorial research-orientated continental university
in the Catholic University of Ireland of which he was the
founding president. His aim was to set up in Dublin a
university that would be a kind of amalgam of Oxford and
the recently founded Catholic University of Louvain, which
was Newman's model for his university insofar as it was
intended both to be a professorial and a Catholic university.
The lecture will conclude with Newman's defense of the
idea of a university that would be both academically rigor-
ous and authentically Catholic.
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